
 
Community College Month 2020 

 
 
To:  Community College Presidents 
 Board of Trustee Chairs  
 

We are asking all 18 Community Colleges to consider declaring April as Community College month, as 
designated by the Association of Community Colleges Trustees by passing a resolution approved by your 
College Board of Trustees. 

Background: 

In 1985, in recognition of the important contributions of community and technical colleges to our total 
educational system, Congress authorized and requested then President Ronald Reagan to issue 
Proclamation 5418 establishing a National Community College Month. A month has been designated 
each year since then to celebrate community colleges 

Process: 

Attached is a sample resolution passed by Warren County Community College last year and passed by 
the Warren County Board of Chosen Freeholders to celebrate the month. The resolution, as you can see, 
included the many awards, involvement, and recognition of the college in the county, state and nation. 
This is a great way for your college to receive good press and recognition. The resolution can also be 
sent to your local municipalities and County Freeholder Boards to be passed by their governing bodies. 

We, at NJCCC, are working with the Assembly, Senate, and Governor’s office for them to declare April, 
Community College Month 

Some suggestions for implementation: 

• Pass a resolution at your March or April Board of Trustee meeting  
• Send the resolution to your governing bodies/Freeholders and local municipalities to pass at 

their meeting (Sample Letter to Governing bodies attached) Arrange for a representation of 
students or staff of your college to attend the meeting if possible. 

• Host a community college “Open House” Week during April and invite all federal, state, county 
and elected officials representing your county college to visit the college. 

Let’s make the month of April, a showcase month for our community college sector. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Aaron Ficthner, Ph.D.      Phil Linfante, Ph.D. 
President       Chair 
NJCCC        NJCCC 

  

 
 
 



 
Community College Month 2020 

 
 
 
Honorable (Governing Board): 
 
Attached is a resolution declaring April as (Your College Name) Month, as designated by the Association 
of Community College Trustees and supported by the New Jersey Council of Community Colleges. 
 
Statewide, eighteen community colleges representing the twenty-one counties enroll 350,000 students 
a year, granting 24,000 degrees annually.  Forty five percent of all students earning bachelor’s degrees in 
New Jersey completed courses at Community Colleges during their academic career.  Community 
Colleges work as the educational and economic engine in our counties and offer educational 
experiences to many residents.  These include degrees, certificates, short term training, business and 
industry courses and training, youth programs, courses for senior citizens and much more. 
 
We hope that you would consider placing this resolution on your agenda in March or April.  Please 
contact (Contact Person/Phone#).  For additional information and to inform us of the meeting date that 
the resolution will be passed. 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
President (Community College)    Chair (Board of Trustees) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Exhibit CR-1 
 

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING APRIL 2019 AS 
WARREN COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE MONTH 

 
WHEREAS, the more than thirteen hundred community and technical colleges, public and private, in 

the United States have contributed enormously to the richness and accessibility of American higher education, 
nearly half of all undergraduate college students in the Nation today are enrolled in community colleges; and 
 

WHEREAS, by providing educational opportunities at costs and locations accessible to all who are 
qualified, community and technical colleges have greatly enhanced the opportunity for every ambitious student, 
young or old, to enter a postsecondary school program. As community-based institutions, our schools provide 
varied programs and offer specialized training for more than one thousand occupations; and 
 

WHEREAS, this community is served well by Warren County Community College, and as Warren 
County Community College has been recognized by Middle States for its exceptional report and process during 
the March 2018 Self-Study; and 
 

WHEREAS, Warren County Community College because of its successful reform agenda, by 
implementing meaningful educational change, it has reached a 45% graduation rate, highest in New Jersey as 
well as record retention rates, while simultaneously continuing to reduce remediation; and 
 

WHEREAS, Warren County Community College was the only community college deemed uniquely 
qualified in Northwest New Jersey, to provide free tuition to all households earning under $45,000 per year, 
Through the Governor’s Community College Opportunity Grants (CCOG); and  
 

WHEREAS, in Spring 2019, Warren County Community College is the only college in the 
Northeastern United States to implement Cengage Unlimited where all online learning materials are at a flat 
rate of $140 annually; and, the option to receive each print book at a flat rate of $7.99. This is estimated to save 
students at least $1,200 annually in book expenses; and 
 

WHEREAS, in 2017-2018, a robust dual enrollment program with all six Warren County high schools 
participating, 1,947 high school students (equivalent to 51% of the entire Warren County public high school 
population) successfully completed at least one dual enrollment course, saving the Warren County taxpayers 
an equivalent of $1.8 million in tuition and fee expenses; and 
 

WHEREAS, Warren County Community College is a leader in public service relationships.  It 
currently administers Continuing Education programs, at our Phillipsburg satellite location, with a strong  
history of collaborating with our county human services offices, even facilitating and authoring a strategic plan 
for all countywide human services; and 
 

WHEREAS, Warren County Community College trustees and staff serve the global higher education 
community on statewide, national, and international boards including, but not limited to: NJCCC Trustee State 
Chair, AACC Board of Directors, AACC structured pathways Commission Chair, the AAUA Board of 
Directors, the Chair Academy International Advisory Board, and the Middle States Commission on Higher 
Education Board; and 
 

WHEREAS, in recognition of the important contribution of community and technical colleges to our 
total educational system, in 1985 the Congress authorized and requested then President Ronald Reagan to issue 
Proclamation 5418 establishing a National Community College Month. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved we, the Warren County Community College Board of Trustees 
recognize April 2019 as  Warren County Community College Month 
                                                          _________________________________                       

                                             Dr. Phil Linfante, WCCC Board Chair 



 



 

 

 


