
Strengthening Rural Community Colleges: 
Rural Health Grants

This webinar series is brought to you in part by the Association of Community College Trustees in partnership 
with the Rural Community College Alliance and with funding made possible by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. For more information about the Strengthening Rural Community Colleges Initiative and to read our 
report, please visit our website. Thank you!

https://www.acct.org/page/strengthening-rural-community-colleges
https://www.acct.org/files/Strengthening Rural Community Colleges 2021.pdf
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Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)
Overview
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• Supports more 
than 90 programs 
that provide 
health care to 
people who are 
geographically 
isolated, 
economically or 
medically 
challenged 

• Over 3,000 awardees, 
including community 
and faith-based 
organizations, colleges 
and universities, 
hospitals, state, local, 
and tribal 
governments, and 
private entities

• Every year, HRSA 
programs serve tens 
of millions of people, 
including people with 
HIV/AIDS, pregnant 
people and their 
families, and those 
otherwise unable to 
access quality health 
care



The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP) 
collaborates with rural communities and partners to 
support community programs and shape policy that 

will improve health in rural America.
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Cross Agency 

Collaboration

Capacity 

Building

Works across HRSA, 
HHS, and several 

other federal partners 
to accomplish its 

goals

Advises the HHS 
Secretary on policy 
and regulation that 

affect rural areas

Increases access to 
health care for people 
in rural communities 

through grant 
programs and public 

partnerships

Voice for Rural

The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy
Established in Section 711 of the Social Security Act
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Expanding Access

Enhancing Rural Health Capacity

Improving Quality

Health Equity

Policy and Research Efforts

COVID-19 Response 

FORHP Priorities



• Rural Health Care Services Outreach

• Small Health Care Provider Quality 
Improvement 

• Delta States Rural Development 
Network 

• Black Lung Clinics 

• Radiation Exposure Screening 
Education Program (RESEP)

• Pilot Programs

Direct Services Capacity-Building  

• Rural Health Network Development 

• Rural Health Network Development 
Planning 

• Pilot Programs

Community-Based Division
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FY 2021 Community-Based Awardees
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Workforce Funding from the American Rescue Plan
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Focusing Solely on Rural Communities

“HHS will make $52 million from the 
American Rescue Plan available to train a 

range of health care workers to fill in-
demand professions affected by the 

pandemic. Specifically, HHS is creating 
rural health networks by pairing together 
minority-serving institutions, community 

colleges, technical colleges, rural 
hospitals, Rural Health Clinics, community 

health centers, nursing homes and 
substance abuse providers.”

Rural Public Health Training Workforce Program
• Goals: 

▪ Supporting networks linking educational entities, clinical sites, key workforce 
stakeholders 

▪ Linking the training directly to potential work sites through practicums and 
employment

▪ Ensuring that the networks are community-focused and use a shared co-
equal governance approach 

▪ Focusing on high-need communities and develop networks with a focus on 
diversity and health equity

• Four Tracks: 
▪ Community Health Workers 
▪ Community Paramedicine
▪ Health Information Technology, Telehealth Technical Support
▪ Respiratory Therapy and Case Management/Coordination



Rural Communities Opioid Response Program
Reducing SUD in Rural Communities

The Rural Communities Opioid Response Program is a multi-year $575 million initiative 
launched in FY 2018 that provides direct funding and technical assistance to rural communities 
addressing behavioral health, including substance use disorder (SUD), needs.    

▪ Since 2018, FORHP has made RCORP investments across 47 states and 2 territories, reaching 
1,500+ rural counties 

▪ The RCORP grant recipients active in FY 2020 provided direct services to more than 2 million 
rural patients

▪ RCORP programs continue to expand to more diverse and emerging areas:
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https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health/rcorp


Applying for HRSA Grants
Technical assistance and resources for applicants

• Reach out to the HRSA Office of Intergovernmental and External Affairs

• Connect with your State Office of Rural Health

• Check out the one-stop rural resource Rural Health Information Hub

• Monitor Grants.gov for upcoming funding opportunities
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https://www.hrsa.gov/about/organization/offices/hrsa-iea
https://nosorh.org/nosorh-members/nosorh-members-browse-by-state/
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/
https://www.grants.gov/


Connect with HRSA

Learn more about our agency at: 
www.HRSA.gov

Rural Health Questions?  Email FORHP@hrsa.gov

Sign up for the HRSA eNews

FOLLOW US: 
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http://www.hrsa.gov/
mailto:FORHP@hrsa.gov
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://facebook.com/HRSAgov/
https://twitter.com/hrsagov
https://www.instagram.com/hrsagov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-government-department-of-health-&-human-services-hrsa/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HRSAtube


Appendix A: Funding Opportunity Forecast 



FY 2023 FY 2024

Rural Health Care Services 
Outreach*

Rural Health Network 
Development*

NOFO Available 

Summer 2022

Project Period Start 7/1/2023

Rural Health Network 
Development Planning

NOFO Available 

Fall 2022

Project Period Start 7/1/2023

NOFO Available 

Fall 2023

Project Period Start 7/1/2024

Small Health Care Provider 
Quality Improvement* 

Delta States Rural 
Development Network* 

NOFO Available 

Fall 2022

Project Period Start 8/1/2023

Community-Based Division Program Opportunities 
Funding Forecast

*As a result of the 2020 CARES Act reauthorization legislation, beginning in fiscal year 2021 this program will be competed every four years.
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Rural Strategic Initiatives Division 
Funding Opportunity Forecast

FY 2023 FY 2024

RCORP-Tribal Behavioral Health
NOFO available Fall 2022

Project Start Date: 9/1/2023

RCORP-Evaluation
NOFO available Fall/Winter 2022

Project Start Date: 9/1/2023

RCORP-Rural Centers of 
Excellence on Substance Use 
Disorder

NOFO available Winter 2022

Project Start Date: 9/1/2023

RCORP-Rapid Overdose Response
NOFO available Fall 2022

Project Start Date:  9/1/2023
NOFO available Fall 2023

Project Start Date: 9/1/2024

Rural Health Clinic Behavioral 
Health Program

NOFO available Winter 2022/3

Project Start Date: 9/1/2023

All programs contingent on FY23 appropriation/availability of funds



Appendix B: Resources 



Resources
Rural Health Information Hub (RHIhub)

Topic Guides Models and InnovationsFunding Opportunities
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https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/health-care-workforce
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/health-care-workforce/funding
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/health-care-workforce/project-examples
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/


FORHP Weekly Announcements

Focus on …
✓ Rural-focused Funding opportunities

✓ Policy and Regulatory Developments 
Affecting Rural Providers and 
Communities

✓ Rural Research findings

✓ Policy updates from a Rural Perspective
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To sign up: Email Michelle Daniels at  
mdaniels@hrsa.gov

mailto:mdaniels@hrsa.gov
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HRSA Needs Your Help!

Consider Being a HRSA 
Grant Reviewer

https://www.hrsa.gov/grants/reviewers

https://www.hrsa.gov/grants/reviewers

