




Nomina�on for  Board of Trustees and Chancellor  
for the Charles Kennedy Equity Award 

Introduction 
While  is widely known for providing over half of the fruits, vegetables, and 
nuts grown in the United States, it remains home to some of the most impoverished and uneducated 
communi�es in the state.  County has historically been one of the least educated coun�es in 

, with just over 16% of the en�re popula�on, 25 years and over, having a bachelor’s degree or 
higher, dropping to as low as 2% in some of the more rural areas1. The ci�es of , and 

 are three of the twenty ci�es with the most people living below the poverty line in 2. 
Something else that these three ci�es have in common is robust programming for high school students 
to begin taking college courses for free through the  as early as the 9th 
grade. 

The  is a three-college district that serves over 24,800 square miles, 
making it, geographically, one of the largest community college districts in the na�on3. The district 
serves over 40,000 students with diverse socioeconomic and ethnic backgrounds and has been a leader 
and champion in the state of  for several statewide efforts such as the Guided Pathways 
framework4, the Pathways Program Mapper5, and dual enrollment/early college efforts6.  While the 
district has excelled in each of these, the dual enrollment program in  
stands out as demonstra�ng exemplary commitment to equitable access and achievement for students 
that exceeds most dual enrollment or early college programs across the na�on. 

The dual enrollment program began in  in 2013 with a partnership with 
one rural high school and 168 students. With the success of this first partnership resul�ng in 38 high 
school students from the field-worker town of  earning an associate degree weeks before earning 
their high school diploma in 2018, the dual enrollment program quickly scaled to a countywide ini�a�ve. 
Under the leadership and vision of Chancellor  and the full support of the  

Board of Trustees, the early college program rapidly increased dual 
enrollment opportuni�es across 60 high schools in  County; connec�ng all courses to cer�ficate and 
degree pathways and crea�ng an opt-out opportunity for all students to have access to college credits 
while in high school rather than an opt-in program that would leave out the most marginalized and 
underrepresented student popula�ons. Today, the program has grown to serve over 14,400 students 
each year, with over 85% of these students being students of color and over 60% being the first in their 
family to atend college7.  

 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 

Dual Enrollment/Early 
College Student Count 6,763 9,107 10,996 10,050 12,412 14,443 
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By bringing early college opportuni�es as well as student and family support services to 60 high school 
loca�ons across the county,  has dras�cally broadened their ability to 
increase college access and degree atainment, even in the most rural areas. These outreach efforts have 
in turn resulted in an increase of students of color matricula�ng into college a�er high school, with over 
half of them already having some college credits earned through dual enrollment. As the  

t Board of Trustees and Chancellor  have con�nuously 
worked to close equity gaps in college access, degree atainment, and gainful employment in  

, their effort to bring dual enrollment opportuni�es to their most underrepresented student 
popula�ons stands out as deserving of exemplary recogni�on and commenda�on.  
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 is home to the fastest growing dual enrollment program in the state of 
. The  Board of Trustees and Chancellor  

have priori�zed college access beginning for all students as early as the 9th grade and are fiercely 
commited to removing the barriers that underrepresented students tradi�onally face when atemp�ng 
to access postsecondary educa�on. Through inten�onal outreach efforts in rural communi�es, strong 
partnerships with local high school districts, and support services that range from the fields to the 
classroom,  is radically moving the dial on college atendance and 
comple�on rates in some of the most impoverished communi�es of California. The dual enrollment and 
early college work in  provides an excep�onal example of the equity 
work that must be done to increase access and success for all students. 




