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1. In what ways has the educator demonstrated excellence in teaching? 
 

 encourages active and cooperative learning in her courses, which will mimic what her 
students do when they are educators. For example, when and local school divisions 
shifted to remote learning, she divided her class into small groups for students to talk about the 
stress that children exhibited in fall 2021 and share ideas for mitigating the stress by modifying 
room arrangements and routines and problem-solving together. To prompt student engagement 
on Zoom, her classes include quick video clips, breakout room activities, and even at-home 
activities for adult students to do with their children. 
 

 regularly takes course work and makes it applicable to early childhood work so that 
her students think critically about why they are doing something and how it is impactful for 
children or for themselves. For example, students are required to develop materials (classroom 
floor plans, lesson plans, and individual observation plans) they will use in early learning settings 
with consideration to how these materials or developing skills are associated with established 
early childhood standards. 
 

 continually reevaluates her assignments, educational materials, activities, and 
instructional methods based on student feedback. She examines trends on assignments to 
determine how she can more effectively prepare students for weightier assignments. For 
example, student feedback on an assignment showed that it had too many components, so she 
changed the scope of the assignment while keeping the objective of the assignment the same. In 
summer 2021, she added a podcast on how to write objectives and assessments in lesson plans. 
She has recently added a module on finding diverse children’s books. 
 
By focusing on the mastery of learning,  provides additional opportunities for students 
to demonstrate their knowledge, especially when the material is critical to their career 
development in the field. Knowing that her students may be overwhelmed by large projects, . 

 parcels out pieces of assignments, such as asking students to first submit their objective 
and assessment ideas for feedback, before turning in an entire lesson plan for a grade. 
 
On her Canvas sites, which are often held up as an example to other faculty, she provides clear 
content and organization, including weekly modules and pages with all lecture guides, 
assignments, relevant articles, external links, and other materials that correspond to the week, 
and virtual activities that mimic in-class assignments for students not in attendance or who may 
need more practice, as well as all important due dates and assignments. 
 
Understanding the barriers to attendance for her students,  has added podcasts on 
major themes to all courses, so that if students cannot attend class, or they wish to review, they 
have access to the concepts and will not fall behind. To , it is important that students 
understand not just the assignment in front of them or the learning outcomes of course that they 
are enrolled in, but that their career centers on proficiency in these assignments and outcomes. 
 
She regularly asks students to explore external standards, including ’s Early Learning 
Development Standards, ’s Professional Competencies for Early Learning, ’s 
Early Childhood Career Pathway,  Department of Social Services Licensure 
Requirements, National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) standards 
for early learning programs, and NAEYC standards for associate degree programs in early 
childhood. She reminds students that for licensure and accreditation, they need to be familiar 
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Narrative Statement 

 

 

Dr.  Professor of Childhood Development, has been a member of the 

early childhood faculty at  since 2006 and became 

Program Head of the  Campus Department of Early Childhood Development in 2016. 

Encouraging active and cooperative learning in her classes,  is also a lecturer in the 

Family Studies Department at the University of  and Chair of the  

 Early Childhood Peer Group. An educator for more than 25 years, starting as an 

elementary school teacher, she has working in various settings with infants, toddlers, 

preschoolers, school age children, adults with developmental disabilities, community college 

students, and graduate students. Her publications and presentations illuminate the importance 

that early education and intervention play in childhood formation.  is a fierce advocate 

for early childhood education and has served in multiple capacities to advance its role through 

public discourse. 

 




