
 

SAVE THE DATE 

Current Issues and Emerging Evidence in  
Rural Higher Education  

ACCT Pre-Congress hosted by the National Rural Higher Education Research Center at MDRC 

Wednesday, October 21 | 1:00–4:30 p.m. 
Chicago, IL 

Join the National Rural Higher Education Research Center for an afternoon of research, discussion, 

networking, and reflection focused on timely issues shaping rural higher education. 

The event will feature three presentations on recent research findings, along with opportunities to 

connect with community college leaders working across the rural higher education field.  

If you want to learn the latest on rural college access, dual enrollment, and workforce development 

that you can bring to your college, don’t miss it.  

Featured Speakers 

Colleen Falkenstern 

Director of Evidence and Strategic Initiatives, Policy Analysis and Research, 

Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE) 

 

Dr. Julie A. Edmunds 

Director, Early College Research Center, University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro 

 

Dr. Nicholas Hillman 

Professor of Educational Leadership & Policy Studies at the School of Education 

at Indiana University 

 

Dr. Sabrina Klein 

Research Associate, K–12 Education, MDRC 

 



Dr. Alexander Mayer 

Director of Postsecondary Education, MDRC 

 

Alyssa Ratledge 

Senior Research Associate, Postsecondary Education, MDRC 

 

Dr. Rachel Rosen 

Director, Center for Effective Career and Technical Education (CTE), MDRC 

 

Christina Sedney 

Director of Policy and Strategic Initiatives, Policy Analysis and Research, Western 

Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE) 

 

Dr. Travis Smith 

Assistant Professor of Educational Leadership, Policy, and Law at Alabama State 

University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


